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CATS EXPERIENCE THE WORLD THROUGH THEIR NOSE

A cat's sense of smell is its strongest sense and its
primary way of recognizing family, territory, and safety.
Cats identify one another by scent far more than by sight.
When a familiar cat smells different, it may be

treated as a stranger.
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Cats rely on scent—not sight—to identify their | \
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Scent is a cat's primary
identification system.

Family cats develop a

shared colony scent.
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Use a Familiar Give a Sanctuary Feed on Opposite Swap S Reintroduce Slow Down if
o bk Under Supervision 0 Tension Appears

Carrier and Bedding ' Room (24+ Hours) Sides of the Door
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. Keep the returning cat Let them associate . Switch their areas If there is hissing,
Keep familiar smells iy a separate room to . eachother's presence | after 24 hoursso | Allow supervised :  swiping, or stress,
with the returning cat  ©  settle and regain home © with something positive  scents mix and : interaction and © return to earlier
| during the trip. : scent. . (eating). . spread. i watch body language.  :  steps and give

more time.

Patience—not punishment—
is the key to rebuilding recognition.
G

ive cats time to smell like family again.
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